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two experiments, Within-subject design’ , ‘contagion, The restless’ , ‘as “chinese” or
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It was predicted that conditions of congruence (Symmetry) between the affective expression
of a model and the outcome (shock or reward) presented to an observer would enhance initial
empathetic responses, but that conditions of incongruence (Asymmetry) between the model's
displays and observer's outcomes would lead to counter-empathetic responses.

The results for all measures were consistent and indicate that asymmetric conditioning
modified the initial empathetic responses of observers to either counter-empathetic responses or
indifference.

It has been demonstrated that subjects competing with one another manifested opposing
facial

expressions (Englis, Vaughan, & Lanzetta, 1982).

Englis, B. G., Vaughan, K. B., & Lanzetta, J. T. (1982). Conditioning of counter- empathetic
emotional responses. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 18, 375-391.
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That indicated the participants’ negative emotion (restlessness) facilitated the positive
emotional contagion by lowering the threshold value of the positive emotion perception.
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