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“The results showed that, in hypothetical bullying contexts, students showed both social and
economic third-party punishment toward bullies, third-party compensation toward victims (except
for social third-party compensation in the dyadic context without a defender), and both social and
economic third-party rewards toward defenders when a defender was present, with both social
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(e.g., helping willingness) and economic (e.g., token allocation) dimensions examined. Compared
with the dyadic context (without defenders), the triadic context (with defenders) significantly
enhanced students’ economic third-party punishment toward bullies. Senior high school students
exhibited significantly higher levels of social third-party punishment toward bullies than junior
high school and primary school students. Males showed significantly higher levels of economic
third-party punishment and compensation than females. Junior high school females demonstrated
higher social third-party rewards, whereas senior high school males showed higher levels of both
social and economic third-party rewards.

These findings suggest that primary and secondary school students show third-party
behavioral tendencies consistent with punishing bullies, compensating victims, and rewarding
defenders in hypothetical bullying contexts. The presence of defenders strengthens norm
enforcement by enhancing economic punitive behaviors, and third-party behaviors exhibit distinct
developmental and gender-specific characteristics. Given that this study relied on hypothetical
scenarios, helping willingness, and token allocation, the findings should not be interpreted as
direct evidence for the effectiveness of real-world school-based interventions. Rather, they provide
a directional basis for future exploration of non-conflictive anti-bullying behaviors and

intervention design.”
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