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Wt TSRS N AR IR EAE 55, — 2RI U A 04 T REPE A HE R, 55—k
FROMER . S W, AN ARG RS AT B 25 S o b, RG4S A0 U 94 4 AR B R 4 B T B

o EEHESE (9 A

TR A WAL i P9 U1 290 4 B DU 2 B 41 i i T REAFESE AN AL o edh, AN A B AKF—H

Fets A UHE PR AE A A A SUHE R —do 2 X 3™ A B e . (e 26T, A 3RS AR LR A
T A SUHE P B ST 0 B A S L AR A R A TR AR, A IR AU AR 1 8 A U B 3
W I HEIE N AL o PSR MR Y, RS S AT BRI AN T VA AN B Y U IR PR

VR AR P AR
B842

1 55

44 P (Inductive inference) & ARG & FE
WELBNFAF AR, 77 A O T AR MR BN A1 0
PUIPRE RIS 20, J2 AN RE BB C iR ny BRI, 7
AET AR, PR ARG ) B AR T

AR, ST IHAHEE D5 ARR 2 TN A
oY BE A= N2 KM B HE 12 (Sloman & Lagnado, 2004).
Fedn, FRIRES X N7 B, FTE LA 2R
B o A L N SRR UL SR TR A=, HHA
B IFAEL S U W R (e R R s R 3 OC&R, e, B
VR < JFFFIREAT P I, SR 114 PR 25 1749 5L A T A ) &4
MR gy, Bl SPR b 58 4 nl DL Z MG X SE N 25 . 3X
PP SC 9 Bt vk 2 T HEBR B O A 2 5 0 Ho
PGS FEABIE, 15 25 RE US4 b W7 Hh U 4 4
H PR ARE A 350N B8 A R P R R (Rips, 1975; Gelman,
1988; Osherson, Smith, Willkie, Lopez, & Shafir, 1990;
Sloman, 1993; Sloman & Lagnado, 2004; Sloutsky &
Fisher, 2004; 547, 2005; Heit & Hayes, 2005).
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FH R — B B LAY vl LA IR O AL AE 2 Fh 4%
PR B SN RRAE o R SR — MM R B i B9 3 25 3
T3 18 B LA P25 1 552 T 2 %0 BEAIL R 9 — Ak
P S L

R #E Cosmides Fl Tooby AW 5., 4TE4R A M 2
f5: FRATHY O B — R IR PRI A L, B
TTRTFURRRI 1 RAF 1 7454 (Cosmides & Tooby,
1994), XFRFERACHIBLEN ) TAE R . <fg—1
AR E A H A C BT, IEXE AR B AR
H A ORI ZH 41 (Tooby & Cosmides,
1995). [ H Z, SRR P 48 —FC AL ]
HUOTRRE A RIBAE s iy, JF HBEA A SRR
D7 M o FF A0 AR A AR B B BT 5 o S B TR
ELAR NS0 BRAIL R B 52 ), 3K )y TR AR I 5 LA

* HH A SRLE I H (05JA720008) . £EFEEFR2E TR HRIESIRS(DBA05S0049), K b 2 & FF A58 5 0
H(A0411); PiRg IR E 2009 45| vEE )2 R A A BHIFEE B 410 H (2009RCO17); PHRGERE K2 2009 4%k i S IR0 H (1 F
200949 5 )PU g B K24 2009 47 B Je @ A S AR BT 45 9% % 301351 H (09SZYZI10).
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Cosmides & T “#k 23 52 ¥ 2 > 19 #F 58 W AR
(Cosmides, 1989),

U 29 e R 00l — PR ) 3 2 SRR R R 1Y
R —MRZA A A8, FEWE L | RGNS
A REVEI AE XA RIIBFFEAAE A, ARBF TR -

RN RS 5 IRHERL, JFXS HEBLSS R ™ A 5,

R PR 25 R B AR A0 o 4t s A R s 3
A —:

B, ARWFFITLRET, FRATE el XA —
BEERSZ, 1)Osherson B AGIHANE 11 FlH 444 2 81
5, FABAE — A G B ) S0 g — R B AR A
RENS R BRI O HERE A 200 11 FhIRG . XASFSCmE
N T, X 11 ML AT B AS ARG — > 2 [m] A HL,
WAL, RA AT REIF A FETE— DU — e Pk i 15
PRI, 2)7E7H ZEHE R, Cosmides F“PUR A
A5 557 AT W BIE 5% S s 1 e 2R HE B A PN 4 AR
(Cosmides, 1989), LAMZEHE, IHAHERI vl GEHA
NS IK B AT o

5, HIRATAEAL Gy BT A5 I i A EE
W F RMER I, Api—FhEng, RTZIRE Y
J7k o YIRS Mk BRI RE R X A A A O EENLE . 78
PO REECR, BT RO BRAIL R AR 2 S
—AHbR et k), A HUIARSE Y PR A
LRk, TR B, AHUAL T E R =L
HEBH M A e — R BSR4k
TP S At S GRS . TR Kbt .
MR B AR BEREAEN], —2e L by PLH 2ok it
H1 SR I RT3 3 0 P TR, 3 2 IR AL ) A2
“IEN Ao HANHERLAY RE ) 0C R B BE AR - b
NI AR, B R AR S BT A G, A
A O BRSE FA ERER, HN R — S e kb
Rk [ ok, B — A& Y <3 LY A% (Bass,
2004/2007; REFT7Z, Z=HAE, 2002),

AT — R, APUARROZEA AN 1E—FhH
2P B G TE g, S ) AT 4 V3 40 4 BEAT 45 AN TR
(A 365 N 7 5 2 XN o AE AR B R A L 4
Ll an B JEk v 0 BRRR B RN ¥4 SR BT 43 531 H R 2 A B

A7 AR 2 R AL, P I 4 S I SO AR D,

X Pl BT BE U AR G M 1 AT ALK X BRI A L Pl
HER SR Y R o AR HE, 2R — e S Y
T IS ) AU AT B A B AT RS o Afy 1) S5 7
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N B4 o AR T IS, FRATEREA KX P2
55 0 A 94 HE3EUR B B AN W] AL R S B, 3X
WA B 25 A A ] B4 52 Rz 92 0

KT ARBEIE B &, A LU B ) 7 2
Vi

S —, AMARPEFT IS A HERE I AT AEA A R Y T
BAKY: BB AR A 3E AU,

M Cosmides A K4t & HBLE IF 5T H,
FATOT LI B AL G - A0SR g HEE i —
e ML, AR 28 %A B 1 B A S
AR HIRE AR Z 22 5 . Ean, Xt
— A RE S R A G BN SR, AU L —A 55
() AR B SR A LB I I LA B PRk 2 9 B B A S
HERE, 17T ) O 2R 3K SR H BRSNS
HEREBEAXIMER, EXWMEL T, ARG
6P B4 4 B2 7 A AN TR) A 25 SR o FERAS IR 35 10 451
TORER . PUNTESEST B 3B AR A RHE, AT
23 H Sl AR PR S AR AT A A HE BT A &
T NPE T R B RN, HSEE B3R B A KRN &7
DNNGE M, PRI T A RIE . ST axX Rh
WS, FRATTHE— 2Bk, AR SR AT U 25 sk e 493
FRMT, NS 2R —A B A B 8k
FAAE A IR A Ut 2553 v HL A A 3R
AW % 5 A B A SRR B & B AKX FE
AR

L AHEEA MAIE R —FOR T MR
() S5 S B B 5 — A AR, i, HR i AR
FAn DT RN BRI RS ) <R
— MG EE BB R RSB R 5 — e
PN UL ) 5 S 4 38 3] — A SRR R A 3, dn, AR
P TS n A ELEEE 1) TRk 20 28 H
S B A BRI RS S ARIET R e L.
“EHIAE n MEHR o BEL@EO)EH N B, HHER
o DEMOEIAE B, MAXPHABRA: (@) F—
Ao ¥E B, B FIER o #E B..... TR ()M AE
REER A G, M (o) AR — R IH g (P R,
1948/1983), ABIF 5K 5 ¢ U A 4 R ) 3 g A2 AL
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PF S AR 1 B A A= Wy 8 D S 38 ARG O 95 AE A
M E A AR ZSEH, FLU X AR L
LIRS v it DR T

L P B <R AR A= W P S 2 AE Windons 5
SRz LT miag, BRELRARSE, 3L 10 4,
Hop— A AT R, 5350 9 A RENEHM. Frf
10 AMEAE A Yy ERTE R AE 25 B FOE S 2 ) 1 ilE A 71X
gy TEARIEY4ERE b, Xobok A B AIEAR . BE . R
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— A EREE s SHTRAE, A A
Gubee Fll Poogusa. Gubee 417 3 A OiHER:
mossiva-Gubee 1 zungum-Gubee Fll tavvialu-Gubee,
BE Sy w4 T A R R . HT AR B R T
mossiva-Gubee, 734 9 DEIEHIE T, 3 AR AN
AR AL — A mossiva-Gubee; 73 4k
A 3 ASFIRT R AL = AR S Gubee, FLHHIA
J&F zungum-Gubee, —~J& T tavvialu-Gubee. 5%
J&a 3@ T 5 — 1 FEAME S Poogusa, RV FITHYH )
WAL FE B R EY, HPh AR T
lamoodu-Poogusa; — )& F pigi-Poogusa. %5184
PRAE FEAME SN LA A KT 1 3 28X T A 52 JF
WA R R S, ABABFRAE N —A RN D52 B H Y
—HR5y, XBNAIRCIE A TS NS AR R . S
AR R, XA BE AT X ARG A S

9 A 25 10 ) P TE AR A 4 B FVREAIE 4 B 4 AR
3x3 NG, WA 1.
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HE&2ZES AL Z (Gubee) zungum-Gubee e zungum-Gubee B\ tavvialu-Gubee N
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JO7 32 265 W™ A D 1) R X (L 5 E A 24 ) 0 BRIESAZ
N T IRBIXARR, AOFFTRERE TAMARTE A R A
AR H RN TR S A5, F B SR AR RERE A
FET-RYSE R PR, LLAnRES R 2,
(9 2% 1F 2 BE 8 Boam 1O FE RS, 1) A7 B B A9 2
dio PR 23 S5 1 A s R RO, B L EATT S
B RO PR32 R X B o A TR R 3SR R B
“HPFE AR AFA T BERT AT U A HE B A AN [ Y
AN S AE b a2 P sk e S

FFERAE R E 25 AF T o3 BBt T PR
55, — PR ZORBARIZ A T AR (B F)RY
AIREVEREATHEN, BN, E—Rh AR A RIRER,
o — M A A R B AT RETE, JORAE AR
ANHERAE 55, TEARIE PRI <55 W55 55
— MU EORBOA R F S AR R Z T, XA
O A SR T o BT EA T HED, 40 2 A A=yl LA
AR PR RIS, IR A D E & T IR IEAE
o2y, BUAEARE T 7 —MAY), MR e
fR 2y SRR, O A B AT S5, A
WEFE AR RIRR 48 AE S5

FRIE T VUL PN A U 4 BT 55
D <FP 0T BAE Qe A KR, B — 550
2) “HM”FM TR A EREARIER, F -8 A
3) “E AT AR AT B AR, F— 5,

4) “FHRM TR ARBANXMR, F-BA, 1IN,

KT A A R SRR, AR T —4
ZEHMNAEN AR S, B, S)rh AR 55 iR,
AR S AT AR ERRONE, RAIZHRAE
wit, MIEELFRR B NE, Rikh: “aeig™
HY) i Tg3—HWb”,

A 588 A3 A RAT: 55 25 40 B U 40 4 2
AR WA B E YR, WIREE I IE AR T
VA HEREELA N A RO R

WSS =K, PO, EAMS
A . BRI A =K LTI
YRR

FRIEZE S : 7 = AKF, ZRAHEEE R 1, 2
i3,

180 A # i L4, &4 36 N, 5il=5—
FRHERE N 20455 -

FEASLIRAT 55 AR B O RRER I 9 A 3 A — i
PAG . 9 NFEER T 44 P B 22 S PR AIE 25 57 33 42
ZE XA BRI R, UL 15 3 AS— I g 43 IR R
BRI . FEAME S E RS

PR DR A o 4 1) e 3 7 45 Bl 45 1 T X AR Bk
U290 R0 — fi8 U1 490 i B T ) 0T o il e SR FH A
0~10 Z Al — %, 0.5 [IfE, kR H O
FfE OBk [ O A R B AT R 1 R 5

S E Y BEALHES .

24 KRBERF

P B SCU S E T A4 4CHTED, ST, &
W4 o WESAEBCE AT, IR H & G
Bk, A, BORBOLAMAIES, AR5 HIA
L, ANBREFE], HE RS S R A ST
5~10 75PN 58 AT 55 -

3 4%

S 36 B AR R U A R — B U 4 A XA S
FEARRRER VT AR TR B N AT | R 22 S FTRE K
S R R ARk, T — U 290 0 L o A A R
SIRCEPIA IR . ERE AL B, A58 X
FEIR I AN AN — RIS 20 B 5 2R 0 i AT e B, FFAEAR
I7]) %) S 64 ) o %o A AT U
3.1 HFERIAMRYLEER

TERFERIAGN th, S [ H B PR 25 1) 7 24 4 24 7 D,
* 2.

FT2 HEAZBSKERGT, HHREMNEIEE S (SD)

1 e &K S
AR R A IR Uit d
FH—FW 6.07(2.43) 5.50(2.57)"" 5.36(2.86)™" 5.64(2.64)"
FH-BA 7.71(1.93)"™ 7.05(2.07)"" 6.88(2.40)™" 7.21(2.16)™
] — 550 5.60(2.31) 4.44(2.46) 4.48(2.64) 4.84(2.52)
Fl—& A 4.65(2.52)™" 3.26(2.51)" 2.95(2.55)" 3.62(2.63)™"
AT S 6.18(2.44) 4.30(2.53) 4.10(2.72) 4.86(2.72)

T *RRHF S A AR 55 U4 25 S 1k 35, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001.

t KR AR WK, 78 MBS, M —EA
HHEURHEISAL 55 A BB, A — S50
—BA. M —BAABEMEES, F—HUME—

BA L H—BAFRETEZES, PILSME—&
AL H—B A BEEZES, Fl -0, F -0
R PEAR 55 Z 0] 22 5 AN .35
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TEFEARME ST, B — S AR AT 55 22 AR
W, e RS Z A B

TE LA AT, B — S AR AT 55 22 AR
B3, HEEsZnaa BEksq.

AN P2 B HERL S LSD £ ik
R 3,

MR 3 AT, B TR — AT AT 45 22 ) i
Al 2SN, HE AR HEIN 2 Z R R AE 1 3
PR H-BANEE S THEIA NS, T
K TR F — > F] — WA P AT 55
>Fl—BA; Fl—BAREFRTHEANE.

5x3x3 (HE B PN <M 22 F o< RRIEE )

ANOVA Z5 3R 7R, BN A 000 03, F enns(4,
1618)=97.621, p<0.001; #:&25 5% FRN W3, F we
22(2, 1618)=46.22, p<0.001; $FF 2= 5 E400 B3,
Foarn(2, 1618)=43.48, p<0.001; 3Py 2 FIHE &
SR HEAEMEE, F ennemern(8, 1618)=2.01,
p<0.05; WE&ZEFAFEZE S X HEAEH R, F rex
stz (8, 1618)=5.70, p<0.001; fH & HE T Py 75 Al
HE 2 SAZHAE A B3, Fmnsarizn(8, 1618)=1.39,
p=0.20; HEFLPNZS | A 22 AL & 25 R = H B
HAERARE, F panearirsmarz(16, 1618)=1.96,
p=0.34. W3k 4.

W 22 S AHE S Y 25 22 AR LI 2.

F3 HRAEANPIMEEABTRITIIHEE SN LSD S ERE

{145 25 A1 S5 E_HBA F] — 5530 Fl—& A
E A 1.57"
) — 50 -0.81"" 237"
F—FA -2.02"" -3.59" —-1.21™
rh PSS -0.79™ -2.35™ 0.02 1.24™
s #%%p<0.001
T4 4FIRVIL 5x3IxI(EB A B D E B AFMEEF)ANOVA £ R
AR SRR SS df MS F
HE N 2 2249.68 4 562.42 97.62™"
PR AE 2 500.95 2 250.48 43.48™
HE &K 532.60 2 266.30 46.22™"
T P 2 <A 2 63.90 8 8.00 1.39
i T PN 28 <A 2 7K - 92.83 8 11.60 2.01
T 22 5 <A 5 K OF- 131.34 4 32.84 570"
i B P 2 AR AIE 22 57 A K S 31.32 16 1.96 0.34
PR 9062.46 1573 5.76
AR S 56981.27 1618
T * p<0.05, *** p<0.001,
8 8 6.5
74 [ L7 6.0
—E—EW - E-BA
s Fl= W — - F—BA —— Tl
M BT p
61 — — (RS 6 >3
I ~ . —-o— JLANLE
= AR &« il s
= s RN 55 B S0 - LAk =
& S o & NE]
~ _ . I = B
~ ~N_IT DT .
4 ) ~ . T T T 4 4.5
~_
H““"—.
S~ |
3 ~— 3 4.0
3.5
2 . ——— " f 1.00 2.00 3.00
[V HEANEE (SR P
W= T

K2 LS 2e S R N RS BAR

K3 K2 S MG 22 S S HAR
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B LE, E-BAME —HWZM G R
RS/, HRPEAESS . H— 38 ARITH — 55000
& 22 S A S BUR, I ELAR A L [R] 522t ML,
RILE T LA & B EEAE & 2 (o] ) AR AR, FE A
A B Z A AR

Rk 22 S AR SR AL AR LI 3.

TE ALK, HEBE D TEARIE 22 5 1 FIARAIE
265 2 ZIJLFBA A, (HAFIEZE 5 2 FIRHIE2E
53 ZIABORIZE S . AR EACE, R

WU Bt 5 R AIE 22 S B R R R . A KO,
L) AR A AERRAE 22 57 1 AR R 22 57 2 2Z (Rl B &g,
TERRE 257 2 FIRRIE 2SR 3 Z A%

PR Ay # B P 25 < R AIE 22 55 09 28 BAE FHAS 1 %,
JIF LA X R AIE 22 5 N B HE 38 7 0 o A AT B T
K56 o
32 —MRIAMPBIER

TE— VA9 rh, PN A< A &R Y
SRR ) UL S

x5 EBMEEART, ZMEEK LRI HEIE 11(SD)

IS

HEZH Y2 - - ST H A 2
T B A

FE—HW 5.57(2.89) 5.07(2.58) 4.44(2.61) 5.03(2.71)

FE_HBA 7.65(1.80)™" 7.31(1.70)™ 6.94(2.18)"" 7.30(1.91)™"

il — 250 5.53(2.56) 4.15(2.48) 3.77(2.35) 4.49(2.56)

Fl—FA 4.21(2.15) 3.57(2.59)" 2.65(2.46) 3.48(2.47)"

rh PSS 5.19(2.65) 4.72(2.74) 3.40(2.76) 4.44(2.80)

T RN FNF S AT 22 S P .35, * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001.

LSD Z H# AA R R, 16 N gk,
PEAE S I —BAABEZES, H-—BARERT
F-HM. F-BAMM W, MRS A
BHFER FE-BARERTHENMES, F—
FEWL . FPEAT 55 IR — 55 WL BEAT 2 2 57

TESEARME K, PHEAE S FIE —BA L Fl—
BAKA BEVEZE S, F—E AR — S5 B A
HES, MHLE=MIsAREEEZR, F-BA
BFERTHENMES; &-50ME-—BA F
—BAARFEZES, WA =550, PIEAEs3A
FMEESR

TE_EAIEEIK, RS FIE — S AH
ZE5, MBS A BFES M—-EAREK
THE-_FUME-—FBA;, HF-—EBAREGTHEN
LSS, M-SR S E —BAAREES; F—
WA —EA . FE-BAARELESR.

— RGN HERL ) LSD 2 A R L
% 6,

ZEILEEUR IR, & — B ARNHER &
THAE 4 R, Al — B ARHER ) 8 2T
B4R T3, A — SR AT 55 2 (8]
B W E2ES . I, B AR — B9y HERL )
RS PR B T AR, F - ARE, P
JEH — S5 A — SF AR R 55, A — B AR AR

Sx3(HERL N A5 < MEE K ) AT ANOVA 45 R B,
e HE P20 ERON L E, F oemex(4, 538)=36.61,
p<0.001; MK ERL B E, F menr(2, 538)=
14.40, p<0.001; ¥ HH Py 25 R & /K P 22 18] 38 BLAE
AN R E, F punaascr(8, 538)=0.54, p=0.82. .
#£7.

*6 WHANAT—MENMTHHEESN LSD ZHLK

S F—FW EFE—HBA -0 H-—HBA
F A 228

Fl—Z W —0.54 —2.82""

Fl—EA  -1557 383" -1.017

IS -0.59 -2.86"" -0.05 0.96™

H: ** p<0.01; *** p<0.001,

3.3 4ETRIAMA0— ARV AY LLEL

TEHEFE N 25 <M 25 57 WU 25 F F, FRik A g0
F— =0 iy teds, U3k 8.

t K sh R R, £F —BAMA —BAWH
ISR, FEIR A 94 F1— VA 40 78 25 A K7 4T
B wENLES . P S T, 76 TSR0
T, FRRIAG I TR FEE . A
— AR AT 55 o, A EAEEKOE, REERIE
PR EEm T —RAN, EHEME F, KA RE
%5,
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T —RRVI SxIEIE A B MR KF)ANOVA 4R,
A5 5 R SS df MS F
T 25 879.08 219.77 36.61"7
A& KF 172.83 86.41 14.40™
HE I R 25 < HF 2ok 26.14 8 3.27 0.54
PR 3139.38 523 6.00
g 17368.50 538
T % p<0.001.,
Fz 8 EIEAAMEZKFEEMG THHRITMNFI—ARYIMN LR
&K
BN 2 LA A FEAM & RV N
Rk — ¥z I — Y2z R — Y2z
FE W 6.07 5.57 0.50 5.50 5.07 0.43 5.36 4.44 0.92"”
FH-BA 7.71 7.65 0.06 7.05 7.31 -0.27 6.88 6.94 -0.07
] — 550 5.60 5.53 0.07 4.44 4.15 0.29 4.47 3.77 0.70"
Fl—FA 4.65 421 0.45 3.26 3.57 -0.31 2.96 2.65 0.31
AT S 6.18 5.19 0.98 " 430 4.72 -0.42 4.10 3.40 0.69°

TE: #p<0.05; ** p<0.01; *** p<0.001.,

4 e

4.1 VAR A BN

Bk FZE IR BN, TEARRMERNEZMT,
AN 25 R A B2 R, Ik, SCse g
EIRIE T FRAT 2 A B8 - HE TR PN 282 5200 U 4 HE
B3N

SR B AR ZE B R, FECE ST RS
T3 A 0 P T 6% 4 B A7 0 L R AT 55 1 O
Wi AT A 5 0 0 R 2R T B AR T
e BUAAT M FIA K iS5 Rl E g 2
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Different Contents Different Inductive Inference: Under the Conditions of
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Abstract

Whether inductive inference is domain general or content-dependent remains elusive in the literature. Most
previous studies are conducted using blank-content reasoning method, which sets the precondition that inductive
inference must be independent from special contents and thus fails to distinguish aforementioned two
approaches.

Recent studies reveal that none of domain general models can explain all eleven forms of inductive
inference and deductive inference is content-dependent, indicating that content might play an important role in
regulating inductive inference. This view is also supported from an evolutionary psychology perspective.
Inductive inferences could be a group of adaptations that are gained during the evolution process to address
certain events critical to survival.

In the current study, we aim to address this issue by using a novel paradigm to explore the role of content
on inductive inference. Two tasks including embrace-advantage and resist-disadvantage are utilized because they
are closely related to human survival and reproduction. Each task contains two forms of reasoning. Subjects are
asked to either estimate the general possibility of embrace-advantage or resist-disadvantage, or express their
own will of action in case of embrace-advantage or resist-disadvantage. Thus, a total of four kinds of reasoning
tasks were conducted including reasoning in embrace-advantage, action-will in embrace-advantage, reasoning in
resist-disadvantage and action-will in resist-disadvantage. A blank-content test serves as control for these
reasoning tasks.

The results demonstrate that embrace-advantage inference is markedly different from resist-disadvantage
inference, indicating a potent content-dependent effect. Embrace-advantage shows under generalization whereas
resist-disadvantage shows the trend of over generalization, and the embrace-advantage inference is under
generalization. We reason that these two tasks are driven by two different psychological mechanisms.
Embrace-advantage follows the strategy of sufficiency-necessity, as compared to the sole sufficiency strategy
utilized by resist-disadvantage tasks. Such differences have fulfilled the constitutive standards of domain
specificity and we conclude that inductive inference is based on domains.

One innovating feature of the current study is the use of artificial concepts to build up the reasoning
propositions. Because content is an important independent variable, artificial concepts can avoid the
confounding effect of previous knowledge on subjects’ responses. The results indicate that it is an excellent
method to control extraneous variable in reasoning research.

Key words inductive inference; content effect; domain specificity; evolutionary psychology



