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WF 5 Ao 15 15 4 PIAT: 55 % 58 L 20 UK P 1Y
F T AR, [] Bt S L B A AR B | R Y
1o

SR FZAIT 5T J7 1275 458 ) L 28 Ay Jo #f 3L 110 22 Bt
FER, 4 HEL 5 W LEIF R REE AT .0 BUK
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SR, BT AT oG B 5 AT A I R 2 Rl
FEARURR BE B R o 10 24 KAFAEXT Bk =297 Mk S5
JEAT R I S AL AR BE (P43 CF34140) 4390k 4.40
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AINE R R, Sy A, JLE R ZE IR,
RS2 DA 3 SC B, At I A AR 4 b X 43 TA R
WAL R, DA VR R 40 B %
2L E )RR R HE RS, A5 1T B8 S Al )L B Y R o 4
Ko
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FEJFEH, MREE A AT R, 842
TOINAT A 230 1 458 DT BCA 7 Sk (an < 2 30 1] i v 1
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ALFLIN, 25 R80T & e, I8 At A& T
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(A& A £ Fh B ), X AT N
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WEoEh, M 4 2, JLEEXHEEEICE AT R A& A
RIAT S B T0I S5 14 Wk 3 e TR s, X UL
BT A A R LRI DU AN S ol P 195 45 D R R D)
HEATAT R T

3.3.2 TEIEAUN AL 5 HE AR LA M b B

DL 5 05 50 (0 47 o T A B - TG 1E 1 5
W7, B 7O, FRATTHE G R B =R
Hh 55 AT SR A5CH A [R] B SRR AT Sy 0 E R T
B 11 28, QR At 7 5 40 (SO 38 S AR AR It [ R
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WFFE AR 0T S8 P A R T 4 4 R T (7]
R, DA T A R O I 174 - 24 431 Sk LB A I
T RS (WK 2).

Xof 5 A 1% 2 4 1 1 B R T I B U A v T
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1.71, p>0.05)7k, Fr A3 9l ik 0 1265 4R I 301 00 ol 5 d 2%
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W 5 8 K UL 48 gt HEA 747 A 0 (A
ol FH 87 BAASCAN FRIN, At AT AR AR RUA T Sy T ok
N5 B AT N TR R G i 22 . Ik, LA
R ARARIA T S FoU 0 i e S P (UL T 2) kBl il
At VMRS g lml AR i, X JLEE /) ol sl 5 i
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AT R 2250 K B, AF % RN T 28 40 ) 3
RN P S HARE I W, F(5,186)=14.73,
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Rholes & Ruble, 1984; Gnepp & Chilamkurti, 1988),
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JUEE RE A% ) AT S 2 B e AT o 1 2 P00 HE oK >R
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Lee, 2006). 77 248 H 02, FROF5E R 2 DL RR
FAE R it o B Asn, A R RE e Al L B 4 B HE B K
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B NS g VEe o4 3 Y O o R W o N eSS i
i A 7K (Gnepp & Chilamkurti, 1988). Yuill Fl
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TG LT LS, (H N2z DU AR L R A AT
Sk T RS 2 -5 1 4 R AL 4 22 1) G B 22 5. Yuill
4 \fIBFSE(Yuill & Pearson, 1998)& B, 5. 6 % L
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IR () SR HE B R S . T S A 4 BT (Yuill &
Pearson, 1998; Gnepp & Chilamkurti, 1988), 47 k7K
ST 4 o HE R LB AR BN AT O AN AT R Y
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T DR I DAL A T4 ARLARL A 15 B 7 AR AL AT
X UL B L A B B AT N R L
i HIAE AU N AT A7 S P, 248 L #E AR 2
TN A AT 9 547 o A B IR AT D A i B 2 R — 4 I
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—, JLEEAE B A . 40 Yuill F1 Pearson
MIBFTE(1998) K B, 4 4. 5 B4, 7 ZHILER
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NP SR LA 55 U LY, A58 4 A R 4
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MG T, B4 2 LEEAN, 5 % KL b
JLZE RSN T 55 R T 14 A7 kg 000 i 4 o = s T R
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Abstract

Personality traits are stable, internal characteristics that enable people to summarize, explain, and predict
behavior. People often make inference about behavior based on personality traits. It is suggested that trait infer-
ence may be made at two different levels: behavioral and psychological. During the past three decades, re-
searchers have been interested in children’s understanding of traits, and a large amount of research has been
conducted to investigate the development of trait inference. Before the 1990s, the majority of studies focused on
children’s trait inference at the behavioral level by using behavior predictions. After the 1990s, researchers
studied the psychological cause of behavioral regularity by examining children’s theory of mind and internal
state predictions. However, less attention has been paid to direct comparisons of the two levels of children’s trait
inference and the rules they use to make behavioral and psychological predictions. The aim of the present study
was to investigate the development of trait inference at the two levels and the use of different rules that children
used in trait inference.

The participants in the study included 160 children at 4 to 12 years and 32 undergraduate students. Trait
inference was measured through behavioral and emotional predictions, and the information was collected about
the rules children used to make trait inference.

The major results are as follows. First, children at least from age 4 were capable of making trait inference at
the behavioral level, and from age 5 capable of making trait inference at the psychological level. Children’s trait
inferences at both levels matured at 10 years. Second, trait inference at the psychological level fell behind trait
inference at the behavioral level at ages 4 and 5, and there were no significant differences between the two types
of inferences at age 7. Third, children used a conceptual similarity rule rather than a simple situation-matching
rule to predict behavior. Finally, children at 4 years did not employ a simple valence rule to make cross-trait
category behavioral predictions, whereas children at 5, 7, 10 and 12-years and adults showed evidences of using
this rule in a clearly discriminating way.

These findings indicate the developmental trend of trait inference at the behavioral and psychological levels
in Chinese children. The study also provides some new information about the strategies that children might use

to make behavioral predictions.

Key words trait inference; behavioral prediction; emotional prediction; rule



