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Examples for the choice “Should I start
Type of uncertainty
exercising now to be healthier in the future?”

Uncertainty in the materialization of the future Will the decision definitely lead to better

outcome health? If not, how likely is it that I will end
up healthier?

Uncertainty in the size of the future outcome How much healthier will | be if | start
exercising?

Uncertainty in the subjective value of the How much benefit will | have from better

future outcome (i.e., utility uncertainty) health?

Uncertainty in the delay until the future When will | actually attain better health?

outcome materializes
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Ak, AR4E Enzler 58\ (2019) B THEH, “...Yet, more often than not, energy saving
involves a trade-off between short- and long-term outcomes. For example, purchasing an
energy-efficient refrigerator or lowering thermostat settings in winter results in lower energy costs
and helps protect the environment in the long run, while in the short term it leads to a loss of
comfort and/or higher initial costs.”
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“Green behavior requires citizens to incorporate sustainability principles into their
daily-life decisions by choosing long-term environmentally-friendly benefits. However,
it is hard to put green behavior into practice. One of the most important reasons for this
may be the perceived uncertainty regarding the utility and outcome of green behavior.
Although this is known, the relationship between uncertainty and intertemporal choice
in green behavior remains unclear. This project aims to reveal the behavioral
performance and the underlying mechanism of citizens’ green behavior decision-making
and formulate effective behavioral intervention programs by utilizing behavioral
experiments, eye-tracking technology, field experiments, computational modeling, eye
movement manipulation, and other methods. This project expects to provide converging
evidence to facilitate a comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the green behavior
decision-making mechanism as well as advice for the formulation and release of

relevant public policies.” (W3 & 5% i B 47)
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