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Abstract: Social withdrawal refers to the process whereby children remove themselves from opportunities

for peer interaction and frequently display solitary behaviors in social contexts. Unsociability or social
disinterest, which is one subtype of social withdrawal, refers to the non-fearful preference for solitary
activities. It should be noted that unsociability is not necessarily related with emotional adjustment

difficulties in individualistic societies such as Canada and USA. However, the definition of adaptive value

of specific social behavior varies from culture to culture. For example, unsociability is associated with

social, emotional, and school problems in collectivistic societies such as China. Future studies should be

aimed at making more comprehensive designs, examining interactions between age and culture, conducting

direct comparisons in different cultures, exploring culture-related risk and protective factors, and highlighting

impact of the Internet.
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