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Critical Review of Psychological Studies on Imitation
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Abstract: Imitation is reproduction, which refers to match in behaviors between the observers and models.
While the concept of imitation has a long history, imitation research is still focus of developmental
psychology, social psychology and cognitive psychology over the last decade. There are both connections
and differences among imitation, emulation and mimicry. According to different criterion, imitation can be
divided into various types which can be explained by corresponding hypotheses. Most researches declaim
that mirror neuron system should be the neural mechanism of imitation, but this conclusion needs further
examination. Many factors, such as social context, influence the imitation. Future studies should strive to
probe into the intrinsic structure of imitation, the relations among multiple imitations and the relationship
between imitation and other cognitive relationship on the basis of improving and expanding research
paradigm.
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