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The Metaphorical Mapping of Social Affection on Temperature:
Action Mechanisms and Its Explanation

DING Yi; JI Tingting; ZOU Wengqian; LIU Yan; RAN Guangming; CHEN Xu
(Research Center of Mental Health Education, Southwest University;

Faculty of Psychology, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: Based on the perspective of conceptual metaphor theory, several recent empirical studies have
suggested that there is a deeper psychological significance to the connection between temperature and social
affection. Metaphor consistency effects and metaphor compensation effects are used to illustrate its
mechanism. And this temperature-social affection metaphor is grounded on the early experience of the
social world, and developed through scaffolding processes. In addition, the insula may be a key shared
neural substrate that mediates the influence of temperature on social affection processes. Future researches
on temperature-social affection metaphor should focus on the following aspects, such as improving the
experimental paradigm of this metaphor, deepening our understanding of its action mechanisms, exploring
the formation mechanisms from the perspective of development and at last carrying out the application work
of temperature-social affection metaphor.

Key words: temperature-social affection metaphor; conceptual metaphor theory; metaphor effects; scaffolding

theory; insula



