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On the Relationship Between Disgust and Moral Judgment

WU Bao-Pei; CHANG Lei

(Department of Educational Psychology, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong)

Abstract: Whereas evidence from social surveys and neuroscience research suggests that disgust is correlated

with moral judgment, there is a debate over whether disgust influences general or specific moral judgment.
The present review presents arguments and evidence from both sides of the debate and discusses them from an
evolutionary perspective that emphasizes the functioning of disgust in defending germs and diseases. Future
research needs to identify and categorize sources of disgust, distinguish between physical disgust and moral
disgust, and measure implicit attitudes towards moral violations after disgust priming.
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