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i ) TR B 5 A 244K — B AT (Rogers,
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REAS LE MR RN B B 1 58 S F . PN I B Sl 2
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WHIEIN R, BOIE R AR R WA AR T B AR 26 44 AL E,
T ARG 225 44 5 B A A i B 5 G2
AT, 244 ML E SR B 5284 R A I BBy
SrES, WU, A ALEAETERRE, %4 Kk A
B A ARG BT R, 482 OB AR AR, 2
P RAEAEREA A BRI BT T . L, T IESS
RATRE R ARG E SR, Wal B4 K AR Bt
BelE, 78 Shua WBFFE BT, SR J0ukAs il & 45
.
ARWFFEINTy, 4 Z LA X248 AT K
RO, 2 PO 2 4 AR B e — MR, X RRR I
LIRS AR A FOAF, I, Shua 15256 H15
I Y <28 44 07 1 R S B B R AR 4 R AR Y R Bl AL
PSR A, R, AnREEATE A IR L2
RTREEORAE A, A, Biem s A FIAFEE, N
112 el Bl S 22 IR ST s SRR A ) FRR
TINSIZ R SRS, A, B/ R3IA
F RN LR e w8 B B AR ST AT
Ptk AOFFERAR, WERAEGGA A TR LS R
L T B 4 DR IER A I e, R4, ik
AR AT T8 Bk B S 6 w19 <% 44 67 ELARONE ™, i H e
TRLAE LT A A T R A IR 3h 8400 .
W ER RS, AWFTEHESTE Shua MIRTSTI
TR FEAL L, B E MAE 2 ARy AR, HE—
ARV A4 X B IS A T O R Y ST

2 SEIG 1

21 WRE®

PRV I A5 5 0 75 B2 24 T 25 44 1A A % 3k
K SEAT R 5 T IR Bl 52
22 WRFZE
221 #ik

128 AR AES NS5, Hr Bk 56 4, BEHL
4 4, B 32 N, 5 AR O AT IR,
PR A YR SIS A 123 24 8 aUEE o A i e 5
55 rh B St 2RI SE 5
222 XWRITS5ERF

SCECR A 280 E . B E 5EBIR)< 2
RSP NS NSl ot o ek R g a

SEFRY Ay = A



94 OB AE B XA PRI R A PRI 1 B ) 1349

H—2, Ribgals ) BN, AR
ICFTE AR A 15 Ao 2 BB, B a2 A
“+7500 ms, SRJEEIEMEFENL 1 s, ZoRPET 2
PR RIS T o e ) W, ok X e S
ZIEWAR o ZIE R A — AN G AT 55 (I
A I A R ), AT SRR SR TA] O 10 min,

0 SRR R LA oA AR Y
WAk ZlE AR TS T Piff S AWFIE AT 553
=, JF #F f7 — & W 18 2 (Piff, Stancato, Coté,
Mendoza-Denton, & Keltner, 2012), # i+ 25 #%
Jo, LB RE AL ) — M, B IE TR A
B, —IeH 5k, BURBGA A O 5 IR L
AR R, SR 5 7 TS VR 4 Y LS B 1 35
55 BT AR DL R Al TS AR IR 2 5 A 2 Y
B, B S i A Y S 56 1) T 2 A 4l A S R
RGO THE R . IR 5 RET 1Y s A
& 12, BT LISRAS 12 ST, [RIRT, Hrh sE
FESRI ], B 10min 7] LASRAT 1 JCERAY D) . Ak
T 063 B 45 60 B8 U0 X 1) R 5 2l R

XA RRRAE TS50, 55— R TR
- AR 2 T A BN 4 R T A A DR IE R
HAERA T, 55 R Bt BT 2 44 A R TE A
G Eun (e, IR RIS BTE S B Y T S
GEHE ST, PR TR BTk, SEhr LA
AL SE R AR, T 5 R Y A
SRR 12 s R, TR el s ORI 2 A
KT 12 SRR U, e i SOBOOR U
) AR

E P 2 1< I 3 i B IR N1 187 5 193 4
U, BRI A F T R T T R A 3K,
Fids BB 60 A EAET, Hrb 30 N4

35r

2= i IHE, 30 A EHTE, HrIHE S R S
TR A, WP REHL . B 55 S B <4500
ms, RJG EPLE MR 3 s, TRPGRPIWTIZ A
ST IH A, 30 SRk i IE A R RN BN B

geit 3 PEEAE A AR B B — A 4 FP AR
R AT O BRI T O B R A
4 FhEAF T PR Xt SE s FERT AU fG 3 25 =FhJE 4 Fh
AT RN T PR TR P A E A R 5 RN
223 FKEMHENTE

A S 55 FH >k 78 4% T8 75 I8 380 ) B RE3E Ry
PN AR BT T AR R A 1A, B SRR R
HEATIEAE o 87 A A SN IE S50 (1) K22 A X Ao
WL BRI Y 550 /> T8 flin] 4 T 18 1R 40 R e W MY 7
FNWr, MR IT e 45 R AT R, DR B8 AR IR 5
Wil 2% 304>, BRI A Bir A 1743 BT 27%, T
AR R A P RIS 27%.

23 HERE5HH

MRAEABEF BT, BTS2 BR X o Bl i
WY S BT B B AR SE 12, L, A0SR ek
WS AE SR F S B0 12, e se;
B SEGE 12, WHEA“ULIE" . Blge it Tt/
R A A Rl N IV A TRl o A A
NS RS 4 R R U S I A
B, W 1,

S3XT 4 B A5 R BT S e B
BARIEAT G0, R A2 A I B R
HA1% (RS 19 N, BiiE 13 N), “His/ bfiss4”
VLR N 13%H5E 26 A, Uil 4 N), “Tis/ T 0L
BTN 17% (855 24 N, Ui 5 N), “R
P/ B TR 16% (kSE 27 N, Bl
5N), RIEGITRIREE RN, ANt/ &4

O A KK

30l T— B A T

251 l T L

|
=
z 15

10+

O 1

Wi/ R84 W RS BT RS

KR NCE SIS PPN



1350 i Bt}

46 4

EE ¢

AR TR B E® T HAMA =407 = 8.94, p < 0.05),
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TN A PN RS 5 AR RIS AT 2%2 (77 2553 H0T,
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INNGE, W AAETE R 25, [FN, #—B0r5E
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ol — et A R B A A S 3B 18 A FAR)RR, (il
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BB, DRI HE SRS AL, R
Anderson il Green (2001)AYBFFT4ER, A8 o 44
A 4 i e A P 5t S B R A RS . AN TR Y
A3 2 5 R AT LI S PR 48 e AR 52 o A A0 {7 R
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Abstract

Handwritten signature is commonly used for identity purpose in our daily life. Much research has suggested
that personality, self-esteem and social status have significant effects on the size of signature. Nevertheless,
whether signature position and prior awareness of signature modulate individual’s behavior is still an open
question. Here, two experiments were conducted to investigate the influence of signature on ethical behavior.

Experiment 1 was conducted to examine the effects of signature position and prior awareness of signature
on honesty. 123 subjects participated in the experiment. It consisted of three phases: pre-task phase, task phase
and post-task phase. In the pre-task phase, all participants were asked to learn 30 moral words. Then, they
performed a color judgment task. In the task phase, subjects were instructed to play a dice game, in which they
threw a six-sided dice by pressing a key. Each subject had five chances and the total scores (preset to 12 for all
subjects) were calculated by adding the five scores. Before the dice game, half of subjects were informed that
they had to sign their names to ensure honesty after the dice game, while another half were not informed. After
this game, participants were told that the higher points they threw the higher reward they would get. Participants
were asked to report their total scores and sign their names on an answer sheet. Half of them signed on the top
(top-signature group), while another half signed their on the bottom (bottom-signature group). Subjects were
considered as cheating if their self-reported scores were higher than 12. The percent of cheating was calculated
for each condition. In the post-task phase, subjects performed a recognition task on moral words. Results showed
that signature position had significant effects on honesty for subjects without prior notification of signature, but
not for subjects with prior notification of signature. Specifically, the top-signature group behaved more honestly
(i.e., reporting higher scores) than the bottom-signature group in the dice game if they did not know the
requirement of signature, while there were no differences between the two groups if they knew the requirement
of signature. Furthermore, subjects who lied in the dice game remembered less positive words than those who
behaved honestly.

Experiment 2 was conducted to examine whether the ways of commitment (i.e., handwritten signature and
verbal promise) modulate the effect of commitment on ethical behavior. Similar to Experiment 1, subjects performed
the color judgment task and the dice game in Experiment 2. Subjects were randomly assigned into three conditions:
handwritten signature condition, verbal promise condition, and no-commitment condition. The three conditions only
differed in the way of commitment they made. In addition to the total scores, subjects were asked to report the time
spent in the dice game. They were told that they would get more reward if they spent more time in the dice game.
Cheating was assessed using the following two indices: percentage of cheating based on self-reported scores and
self-reported time spent in the dice game. Results showed that subjects in the handwritten signature condition and
those in the verbal promise condition behaved more honestly (i.e., smaller percentage of cheating and shorter
self-reported time) than those in the no-commitment condition. There were no significant differences between
subjects in the handwritten signature condition and those in the verbal promise condition.

Taken together, results from the two experiments suggest that both signature and verbal promise make
people behave more honestly by priming the individual’s self-identity.

Key words signature; prime; identity; honesty; ethics
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